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No. 9311 P. 10/14 



Appln. No. 09/160 , €04 

Ami? ndment elated March 16 , 2004 

Reply CO Office Ac r. ion of December IB, 2003 

Reconsideration of the present application, as amended, is 
respectfully requested. 

The December in, 200s Office Action and the Examiner's 
comments have been carefully considered. In response, the 
specification and claims are amended, ! and remarks are set forth 
below in a sincere effotn to place the 'presenr. application in 
form for allowance. The amendments ate supported by the 
application as originally filed. Therefore, no new matter is 
added. 

Inasmuch as the present Amendment raises no new issues for 
consideration, and, in any event, placpes the present application 
in condition for allowance, or in.. bettor condition for 
consideration on appeal, its -entry under the provisions of 37 CFR 
1.116 are respectfully requested. 

SPECIFICATION 

Page 15 of the specification is amended r.o correct an 
inadvertent typographical error yhich [Applicant recently 
discovered. Specifically, "FIG.*' 24" has been changed to — FIG. 
2A — . No new matter ,1s added an^ entry oi" the amendment is 
respectfully requested. ; 
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Appla. NO. 09/lGQ,f.'04 

Amendment dated Maruh 16 ( 2004 

Reply to Office Ace ion of December 1?. S00 3 

PRIOR ART REJECTIONS. 

In the Office Ac? ion, -.tlaims 1 and 16 arc rejected under 35 
USC 103 as being anticipated by US? ' 5, 56!*, 658 (Parulski et al.) 
in view of USP 6,08 8,060 (.Suda et al.)'- Claims 18 'and 19 are 
rejected under 35 USC 10 i as being unpatentable over Parulski et 
ai- in view of Suda et al-, and further in vi^w of USP 5,694,168 
(Toji). 

In response, claim 1 -is amended to rv.ore clearly define the 
present claimed invention over the cited references. 

The present claimed invention e\s defined by amended claim 1 
is directed to an auto-f -5cuoing apparatus including an image 
pickup section, a foc^si^g section, tin operation section and a 
control section for piof <vrentially fcelecring the high speed mode 
depending on the an imag-e signal from tho predetermined portion 
of the imaging plane, first afte.f a starr of the release option, 
and for selecting the ordinary mode* depending on an image section 
from the entirety of the imaging plane,; when r.he control section 
determines to fail to allow the focusing in the high speed mode. 
As stated above, in rejecting claim 1 the Examiner relies on 
Parulski et al- in view ::>f Suda et al, in th^a Office Action the 
Examiner contends that tne disclosure of ParuLski et al. and Suda 
ct al. taken in combination teach the. control section recited in 
claim 1, 
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Applfl. NO- 09/160,604 

AmtaiidTiienb daled MArch :i6, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of December ;ui, znoa 

As indicated above , in response to t.hc rejection of claim 1 
is amended to more clearly define the control section over the 
cited references. The amendment* of claim I is supported by the 
application as originally filed (see, fox- example, page 15, lines 
1-20 and page 29, lines 17-.il) . 

Claim 1 is patentable over parulski et al. in that the 
claimed invention require;-? -* control section ior preferentially 
selecting the high speed mode depending *ja an image signal from 
the predetermined portion of the imsgiog plana, first after a 
start of the. release operation and for selecting the ordinary 
mode depending on a image signal 'from i;he entirety of the imaging 
plane, when the control section (determines to fail to allow the 
focusing in the high speed node. 

Parulski et al. disclose an" image sensor which is operated 
first in a "fast flash" mode to \Locits a lens, and then in a 
normal readout mode to obtain a final ( still image. Parulski et 
al. do not, however, disclose?, teach pr .suggest the features now 
recited in amended claim 1. 

Suda et al, do not class the gap between Lhe present claimed 
invention as defined by amended clajm 1 and Parulski et al. Suda 
et al. disclose an aunof ocusing -device which determines a size of 
a focus detecting area based on a given computation result and 
detecting a focus based on a signal of the determined focus area. 
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Aypln. NO - 09/160,604 

Auendment dated March 16, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of December IS. 2003 

Thus, the time interval (release, tirjie 'laq) from the start of the 
release operation Lo an ..ic^ •!£ i ircag*-; pickup operation increases. 
Suda et a] > do not, however, disclose, teach or suggest the 
limitations set forth in amended cl^in 1. 

None of the other r^fe'-ences of record close the gap between 
the present claimed in vent. ion as defined toy amended claim 1 and 
Parulski et al., taken eir.h^r aicne or in combination with Suda 
et al. 

In view of tho ioro^oi;iQ, claia. I is patentable over the 
cited references under "3 5 U.3C 102 as w«i- at; 35 USC 103. 

Claims 16, 18 and 1" aire dependent or* cioim I and are 
patentable over the citei references in view of their dependence 
on claim 1 and because L le reference 1 . s do not iisclose, teach or 
suggest each of the .1 ' rrr. ;.az \ on? >ier. forzi m '.jLaims 16, IS and 
19. 

A * * >■ l 'M * * * k k + * * -ir 

Entry of this Amendment under the provisions of 37 CFR 
1-116, allowance of the :,aliris and t.hs passirvj of this 
application to issue nre respectfully solicited. 
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Appln. No. 09/160.604 

Amsndmenc dated March 1<S, 2004 

Peply co office Action of December ia, 20 o.* 



If the Examiner ciis ;.\qr s with any ot tht? foregoing, the 



Examiner is respectfully requested to point out where there is 
support for a contrary </L^w, 

If the Examiner has iiny comments, quest i-ms, objections or 



recommendations, the b'xa/niner is -.invited ro telephone the 



undersigned at the telephone number giver) below for prompt 



act ion. 




Frishauf, Holtz, Goodman L Chicle, P;c. 

7 67 Third Avenue - 25th Floor 

New York, New York 10017-2032 

Tel. (212) 319-4900 

Fax (212) 319-5101 

R| J M/ms 
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